
 
 

Animal Welfare and Domestic Violence in New York City 
Information and Available Resources 

 
Throughout the country, the link between animal welfare and domestic violence has been firmly 
established and the research is overwhelming.  The grim statistics include: 
• As many as 48% of battered women delay leaving abusive situations because they worry 

what will happen to their pets. (Ascione, 2007) 
• 71% of pet owning women entering a shelter reported their husband or boyfriend killed, 

harmed, or threatened an animal. (Ascione, 1998) 
• 13% of intentional animal abuse cases involve domestic violence. (Humane Society, 2001) 
• Between 25% - 40% of battered women are unable to escape abusive situations because they 

worry about what will happen to their pets and livestock. (Arkow, 2008) 
• Abusers kill, harm, or threaten children’s pets to coerce them into sexual abuse or to force 

them to remain silent about abuse. (Lour, 1999).   
 
In New York City, cases often come to light only when pets are killed and the horrific stories make 
the news.  These include a cat murdered by a jealous boyfriend, a beagle killed by a new husband, 
and four cats killed by a man who regularly harassed and stalked his girlfriend.  In each of the 
circumstances, the pets were targeted first, making this issue an important one to the animal welfare 
community – and specifically to the Mayor’s Alliance for NYC Animals.   
 
While co-sheltering (pets and people together) is not yet in place in New York City for domestic 
violence, it has been a growing trend in other parts of the country. (For more information and a list 
of co-sheltering programs, visit www.animalsandfamilies.org.)  While the Mayor’s Alliance aims to 
have at least one domestic violence program pet friendly, it hasn’t happened yet and our program 
continues to offer a safe haven for animals whenever possible.  The Mayor’s Alliance also offers the 
following steps for everyone so that domestic violence victims don’t have to abandon their animals.   
 
Social Workers/Domestic Violence Hotlines 

• Inquire about pets and help victims with accessing animal welfare resources. 
• Advocate for your programs to be pet-friendly. 
• Help your clients include pets in emergency planning. 

 
Lawyers and Advocates 

• Help clients to include pets on Orders of Protection in New York. 
 
General Public  

• Volunteer and help a pet in need by fostering through the Mayor’s Alliance. 
• Contact elected officials and lobby for co-sheltering. 

 
Victims 

• Don’t leave your pets behind – plan for them through Emergency Planning. 


